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BAESGEIITEE Lo - AR PRKD 65—, RSB EEEFORRIZHED
&, K ORYMOFEVER - KD END, MEDBNZITIIKRELHEZ01H D,
INDFERE L THEE - HEHEOANIRIZ LS T L3 S TE 72, o ClIEsF,
ZDEIEEEELESHEBFELDF v v 7B LS LT 3MRAENEE D 2 /R T
% (Hudson 2004, 2020; Rankin and Whong 2020; Trotzke and Kupisch 2020; Van Rijt
and Coppen 2017), ENIZEB W TS, KA 5 OH ks [Ridh] Ok (]
2012), F 722 ESSCEORIE L LSRR S hz0 d LTwa (I - K46 [ 2017;
HTN 2020; AK 2021) . Riws0id, FEEGETEIIhETE L A ITWDODITI Lh -5
7z DEBIEESCT ) bh 2 EOMBEA D L, 4 2 2001y - 44 7 L B
F%Z LT EOMPERS At X b,

F—T— K DEGISEX T, FEESOE BYSQE A 2 202y - A4 700

could(n’t) care less

1. 3L BIC

FFHSETHNS L, 5O EFEEXT] ibhs eoididzHIZT5Z L
Ndh b, BEFINIE I NS OEEIT negative polarity items (FHEMMELRE) L1Eh,
I FE TIHEERLEWGG,. B2 607 78 —F TR AICITbR. #F LW
RV LETENTEZ, L2rLANL, T95 LESENROBRPREERE - wWiEy
FHITBEILENEZ L. ThETEEAE G2 SEI BN S,

EINOHFEFEBIIC W TR, BSEXDIED HEFERZILEb->TE, HEICDNT
EZBIEEHCZERS, FEE (QECICHA) 13Z2503 802 L L T2 ARSI
Moz, U LSESGEOHRHNZIT LTSS 0. $iHA RO -HERERICREL 72
FUIBEORENRD 5 E0vbT5  (Larsen-Freeman 2003) .

K, BHIRELTHEDNS & Eh 385 (1)) A, XEEOFHRIITFEDF FI
HEMXIZEEND XD h > 72HHAIND 5, 2 LT, B0k E BEEE O
AR T 20 L W EERSGRO R RO 7201, [REDOY A 7] (F7213
(A 220Xy - A 70] Ld) LI MEOEANRL LD L% TRT 5,
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2. WRETBILEDLANIL
K LRI R L § 588k 3. B Faa e
e - CHEBNED . %
HO(2012) T##MINTVAHMELNLIZES Y | meonssL =86
SEOLL 4, 5 (BUF, FESELIER) & _ t
bk3, 20 1 (U, FRESckerrs) &4 00 ”@mbmf‘*“”“ff |
OfHF 2 0B E R LTW5, AT LRe |gas$&axc-‘&:§&§maéamaiﬂ
TICIREREEO CEME ERUERRANE 7
FEREY) OHESHEEMIEMNTEN, 22 M2

WOV TOREENAE |

S EL\ = L |§§E N g \ - T
TOMGRET I &S @?(zi Elii” ATHE s [ EE—memT S |
WAL L2 Lk GLibiz ks H

f89). LN 3OLEE R ZORETOSE (E# 2012:67)

FOMRBER AR E LD 7= LHEDZ LT,

BHARMIZIE Quirk et al. (1985) % Huddleston and Pullum (2002) Z“ER&EEh b, 7
LT L ~UL 4 Sl OB, L AU 5B AT Ok L B X h
B, BiF (L)L 4) 1 [WEEABA D -DOHE] TH, #%E (LL5) 13 [
EEEREDOFELS] THHENWITLEETES,

FICHEOBY T SN 555k (L AUL 425 30K) 1d. [EEEE Logh® -
R AE-BROBEI SN2 D TH S, —H T XKD EMMEOEVER - K e
LCOHEE (=R, LAV 1-3303) 13, SRS &, KoYk
Dt - HEERT 5, —MRICHFEAEO D OFFE - OEFR, FEEBICE ST
SERSRIRD 720 DN IZHD & e 5T B, Lo LEEFSOAIZZOHBND =91,
- RO DD —EH LB EVTAEY AT LELTROTWBE I ENS, SEHRIC
Ko TR ZOHDPNCDOWTRE S5 EIRT S e03H %, T, —EDOEIC
WL BB (A GD) ISRELASIFEZILTLE > TW 5,

3. RE=R

BB OMRR A FEEFEHIICHT MO MAIXINETICH S 20D, HADFE L
% FE S BRI & O & SRS AN B 2 FRITIE L A E RS 726 50 KD
b D, 72 [HEEBA D 720OFE] (SHEGE) 13, RSO 7=
5 & 02 ESL R EFL O RO THf9e 2 A TV % A (e.g., Larsen-Freeman and
Celce-Murcia 2016). 5 3% Jefili & 5% HARANSEGEAEH D720 O EIEGE L OB
TR R L DR EEO NS T i3, FEAE B,

[REEA LR DHEE] (=L 5 O3E) 1213, HEEEE Lo &R Rk
FRICEE X N T2 ZE2 6, FISHFENZRBIOBNRHE L, SO 720 D EN.T
BIRESNTLE > TS, FEFEPFESEHET [JHEHE] Lahd, 50
[IESCE ] & UTHR S M T 3 3B R ORI, IR L FIR, FifEicE k- T
(AR &I S A, FEERCEEERBIA E THHEN TS Lndb b, 2FD,
VAL S OSGREEH ENDEZ RN b, POTEERIATOWEL 726D
D, Z OB PFERGEEE 725 D a2 TIRAIAN D 2 RE T A RBUZ DWW TIE, [
Eo7z] HALTLESIZ NS5, 25 LMETIEEE @izEd) 12&8-57T.
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PR L W) FAED E LR DRI AT 2 EK L 5T B, ZORADIHKIL, HA
DEFPE (LR 5 L 4 O3E) BRPEGELARMICH T OV TE S, UK
REBH>TLESTNWEILIZH B,

REHEBORO B CREEZ I I =r— v a VA LA38 0L LT#ER T 6h
%—FC, HAMEE =D H W TEEEE [RET] S »NE L. Z OWFZemk
BIEAAD & WA TS, FlZAE 5 SCNOWIFEREI T, 7 ORI 2l 5 iff5E 23K Z 2 BUR
TS (Fh 2012, JINE 2015, 7 2022) . Zh e B U TRPE A L kD
BHRSE L ORGE LI a7 e EE kL Tl 0 (M (] 2012, At 2019, H+N
2020). ZO XS mfdmOEE DB TEREND, 7T X)) I SEEFED Language i
FiZid Teaching Linguistics E\WZ9 &2 ¥ 3 U IT 5N B K 5127 D, John Benjamins
2 513 Y v — F V& Pedagogical Linguisties P HIT &4 (20204) . % =B fEDO M
REMHKNTED (e.g., Berry 2021, Trotzke and Kupisch 2020) . SiE & S8 A & i
U2 &9 L T5RAMIBAICESTE TS,

KL TR 7 —~iE, T5 LEEENaO 1 D@ 638D TH S, HAD
PEEREREEZRE L, R S0AL ST 5. FrL v [EEEE2BA 5 720 DY E]
NRDENTNWDEE LD,

4. [BEIBEXT] Fbhdd, BEEXTHEDSEFE (7)) IC2VT

Huddleston and Pullum (2002: 823) iZ. [Fo72<KIC L&) OREAEZEKDT couldn’t
care less 2% could care less E L TCEHWENB LS ICh>TETWHLiRs, 2L T
Hoix, 2O ESEAIIEZELVEOTIEAWE LT, HfHlE LT (not) know beans
BT 5,

(1) Huddleston and Pullum (2002: 823)

“For many American speakers the expression / couldn’t care less has lost its negation and
the expression is now / could care less, still with the idiomatic meaning “I do not care at
all”. For these speakers, care /ess is no longer an NPI; could care less has become an
idiom with a negative meaning (approximately the opposite of its literal meaning). This is
not an uncommon development; it is seen again in the development from 7 don’t know beans

about 1t “I don’t know anything about it” to / know beans about it with the same meaning.”

Couldn’t care less DJFEFE & H 2 5 &, not DFETE L 7= could care less IZamFEAY 121
couldn’t care less &[] CRKRAIZEL AWVNITTH S, ZHUTEFDST. 74 ) 5 gk
T could care less I3 couldn’t care less DEIK TOMEHNIAL D % R4 T3, Could
care less DHER Y ZLHLD P 2D T, il 213 Merriam-Webster 1213k D & 5 % #iH A
Rohd,

(2) Merriam-Webster {Z& % could care less DHUD i
“We define could care less and couldn’t care less on the same page, with the single

definition “used to indicate that one is not at all concerned about or interested in
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something.” We do not put these seemingly disparate idioms on the same page in order to
save space, or so that we might cause you pain. We do it because one is simply a variant
of the other, and they are used in a synonymous manner.” (https://www.merriam-webster.

com/words-at-play/could-couldnt-care-less)

Could care less DEFHFEIZ DWW, Garner (2016) @ Language-Change Index {2k % &,
could care less (35 XS B2 5D AT — 3V 4 (“usages that are almost universal, being
rejected only by the most conservative linguistic stalwarts” (Garner 2016: 1i)) I2H 5% &
DEHWENTND, 27—V 4 DEREIZH 2RFADBEDEEA XD HNEZITESZ LT
50 DIEHN A H % LT, Garner (X the reason is that Db D IZffibhbZ Db %
the reason is because & Z1F %,

PLEA 5. could care less (3 & IZRIFFUER L IZVA L WREIZEZESE L TS LE L
TkEZ572Lbnd, £oT, ZTOERLBIKROMIEIZIEZFHMARD 5T 5,

Could care less IZDW I3 &G » 5 O (Hench 1973, Sledd 1993) Dfthiz, &
@i (Pinker 1994/2007) Xffiakam (Lawler 1974) OBULA, 5 & FMHRA ST E 12,
F724 VT =< EIETIEH %A M. Liberman, C. Potts, E. Bakovic, A. Zwicky 512
& 5T Language Log X5 702 EThBDENEZAZTilms T3,

BEIIBEEXLTHOLAAPHEXLTEMHDNDE I DD 5 EFEIZ, vulgar minimizers
EFFENB DN BH S (Horn 2001, Postal 2004), (3) 2 5bhrbkHi2, ZhbilEd
2 FEI3—M%IZ13 taboo terms & WlZs XN AMHITMD & DA%\, Postal 3 vulgar minimizers
DIRZBNEFIRL (4ab). (5)D&HITdNRS,

(3) SQUAT = Vulgar Minimizers = {beans, crap, dick, diddley, diddley-poo, diddley-
squat, fuck-all, jack, jack-shit, jack-squat, piss-all, poo, shit, shit-all, squat} (Postal
2004: 159)

(4) a.Claudia saw squat/dick. (squat/dick = nothing)

b. Claudia didn’t see squat/dick. (squat/dick = anything) (Postal 2004: 161)
(5) “...] they illustrate forms that occur in a fixed position where the presence versus

absence of an overt negation seems to make no semantic difference.” (Postal 2004:

161)

5. Jespersen’s cycle
5.1. Jespersen’s cycle & (3
TERBIORMZEIZONT, £ 2 2L VIERD L H 12l b,

(6) Jespersen (1917: 4)

“The history of negative expressions in various languages makes us witness the following
curious fluctuation: the original negative adverb is first weakened, then found insufficient
and therefore strengthened, generally through some additional word, and this in its turn

may be felt as the negative proper and may then in course of time be subject to the same
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development as the original word.”

Jespersen’s cycle DEMAFIE LT, HlZE (7) 12&kSh3 &5 558EEbo/ 4 —
VIRETFENS,

(7) Schematic representation of Jespersen’s cycle

stage I stage II stage III stage III"
English ic ne secge I ne seye not I say not I don’t say
(Old English) (Middle English) (Early Modern (Present-day
English) English)
French  jeo ne dis je ne dis pas je dis pas

(Old French) (Middle and Modern  (Colloquial French)
written French)
(Breitbarth et al. (eds.) 2013)

Stage [ TIXRIOLMNIHREERMVEL TOBH, RICEZOBEDIVNHE S &%
NEMET XS BFOGMIZ, HI2BEIPENDL LS 10k D, ZOERICITEDEARD
irs s 2 @A [ (b~ 2 [0 (b~&W] &&). 77V A#HD
pas DL ‘step” TH B H, Stage II T intensifier & U TIRB S IZONIT4 DREHEKIT
HNDXKS1Z%k B, Stage 11113 Z D intensifier 2 TCA DEEERIZTEEIZH - TIBH D |
EICBHEOEMIZENDE K ICh B ETEDTEASZZLEH D, (4ab) DX
9 7 vulgar minimizers OfliZ, UIX LT Jespersen’s cycle @ Stages I1~III & Boi{} 1)
CTifkim X5 (e.g. Breitbarth et al. (eds.) 2013, 2020, Gelderen (ed.) 2009, 2016, Horn
1989, 2001, Israel 2011),

5.2. Jespersen’s cycle & DEEE

Lawler (1974) TIX Jespersen’s cycle NOEFEN T KX A NE DD, could care less
Mu[BEE 5727 a2 ET 5V AFED ne...pas DEEZEEL D H\ZEDOFEPMEN R ST
W%, %77 Liberman (2004) TIZRD (8a-c)lilb B kAT v T HINEL T, could
care less & Jespersen’s cycle & ZB T &5 & T2 AR BN TS,

(8) a.Idon’t care.
b. I don’t care even a tiny bit.
c. I couldn’t care less (than I do).

= “ care so little that there is no careable amount that is less”.

Could care less % vulgar minimizers & [A| CPE 2O D77 LA B2, HE R
GBI DIFN D L TE A&V, Couldn’t) care less (2B W, [EEIBIEI A LETH
5] 2k, BLY [could UIANDEHEE TIIRRBENTRE] ZENRETA TS0
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57, L2L%AEDS, &L couldn’t) care less % Jespersen’s cycle IZfiE T 5 Z &
MTEEDTHIUT, ZTHIEEEIZOWTOERENEE D Z LIZOENB L NS HTEE
NaHmEZEEZLLND,

6. STHRDEZE

5 anElim & SCRBA & T % DISA IR I S5 OS5 % §3-X72 van Rijt and
Coppen (2017) (&2 &, SlYFYOEMELHVNEEZLE L S EA10EHIZKDO LS T
5%,

—
©
~

Concept ranking (van Rijt and Coppen 2017: 373)
. Word order
. Syntactic functions
. Constituent structure
. Main syntactic categories (NP, VP, AP, PP)
. Complementation/modification
. Negation
. Recursion

. Word structure

© 00 N O Ul B~ W N

. Predication

10. Definiteness

(9) o6 FEHIIZ [HE] OEANPEENTHED, van Rijt and Coppen (2017) DHff
FRERIEBEOM SN SEAE IV T HEZ LA EIN TS Z LAY I LT
%, MESOFHEFOMEEIN TR, HEOMEEZE LS L EITE [H4 7] LB
BEAERDPETETROOND XL S>TETCN D, (9) ITIEED 5 TN,
[ 4 2] OBEZIESH% [EHE] EHULK SWICHECEICEW T HEELME L 55
ZeENTVEEINDG (hk, SOV A 7 VBRI HEZFIZRE ST, M0 &E
WEDTHB), Cound(n’t) care less DHIZDONTIL, ZH Jespersen’s cycle 12 B
fFohsE LT, ¥4 7L EOZXT -V OEE (SEEL) %51 FEZ ¢ EHRNIZM A
DIFAPKDOREE £ 5,
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