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A Study of Faulkner and Thoreau

— Their Views on Man and Nature—

godougn
YORIFUJI Michio

Summary

William Faulkner, a Deep Southerner,wrote woods and hunting stories including” The
Bear”. They are stories of the Mississippi Delta. Faulkner also wished to be called” a
farmer.”

Henry David Thoreau, a New Englander, is often regarded as* a naturalist poet.”

Both of them two loved nature a great deal and thought of the relation between man and
nature very deeply.They contributed much to the world of American nature writing.

In this paper the author discusses how they had their own close relation with wilderness
and how they wrote on what they had thought on nature each in their own way. Faulkner's
stories of wilderness cannot be discussed without mentions to the history of planters of the
old South and racial problem. Whereas, Thoreau's writing, especially Walden, is the very
philosophical and scientific study of nature in which he thought not only on nature itself but
also on what man should learn from it and how they should live in their daily life.

Though Faulkner and Thoreau lived in quite a different time and place, both of them seem

to have pursued in wilderness what was very essential and valuable to man and his life.
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...and Sam ... and marked his face forever while he stood ... humbly and with pride too ...
| slew you;my bearing must not shame your quitting life. My conduct forever onward must
become your death;marking him for that and for more than that : ...
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— not a quality dangerous or particularly inimical, but profound,sentient,gigantic and
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“ Cet out of here !Dont touch them !Dont touch a one of them!They are mine!”
“ The Bear”, Chapter 5 O Go Down.Moses(]
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... until what was left of it seemed now to be gathered and for the time arrested in one
tremendous density of brooding and inscrutable impenetrability at the ultimate funnelling
tip.

“ Delta Autumn”, 0 Go Down.Moses[]
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No wonder the ruined woods | used to know dont cry for retribution ! he thought: The
people who have destroyed it will accomplish its revenge.
* Delta Autumn” O Go Down,Moses(]
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We perceive that only great and worthy things have any permanent and absolute
existence, [ that petty fears and petty pleasures are but the shadow of the reality.
Walden, * Where | lived,and What | Lived For”
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“ So high as heaved the tumid hills,so low
Down sunk a hollow bottom broad and deep,
Capacious bed of waters.”
Walden," The Pond in Winter” O Walden, or ,Life in the Woods,
Rinehart & Company(
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I had three chairs in my house;one for solitude, two for friendship, three for society.
Walden," Visitors”
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Instead of no path to the front-yard gate in the Great Snow, — no gate— no front-yard,—
and no path to the civilized world.
Walder* Sound”
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