Soldiers’ Pay — A Tragic Rhapsody of the “Fauns’
after the Great War
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Summary

Soldiers’ Pay, William Faulkner’s first novel, was published in 1926. It
is one of the so-called “Lost Generation’novels. It’s also an antiwar novel
as not a few ones were so in those years. Faulkner wrote aesthetic poems
when he started his literary career, and they gave influence upon Soldiers’
Pay which was the story of a young flier heavily injured in the airfight
in the European battlefield of World War I. The aim of this novel is to
write on how the return of the soldier Donald Mahon to his hometown
in the South influenced the whole situation of the town and its people.
Donald has lost his memory of the past and is just like a living doll.
His destroyed face causes much embarrassment among the people around
him including his fiancée. The story goes on centering on such embarrassment
as well as the humanistic support given to Donald by Joe Gilligan and
Margaret Powers who experienced the tragic war and its time and know
the importance of humanity so well. This paper tries to make clear how
young Faulkner wrote this novel and how it plays its role in his literary
world as one of the typical works produced in the postwar era 1920 s.
Soldiers’ Pay is Faulkner himself in his very early career and it also suggests

in advance much of what he is to show in his later “Yoknapatawpha
Saga.”
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foeveenes Henry,” to the porter, ‘call the train conductor and tell him to
wire ahead to Buffalo we got two crazy men on board,
Soldiers’ Pay, Chapter 1 , [ (Chatto & Windus)
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‘Joe.’

‘Whatcher say, Loot?

Tm going to get married, Joe.’

‘Sure you are, Loot. Some day—— tapping himself on the chest.
‘What’s that, Joe?

‘1 say, good luck. You got a fine girl.’

‘Cecily Joe?’
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‘Hello.’

‘She’ll get used to my face.’

“You’re damn right. Your face is all right. But easy there, don’t knock
’em off. Attaboy,” as the other lowered his fumbling hand.

‘What do I have to wear ’em for, Joe? Get married as well without ’em,
cant I ?

Tl be damned if I know why they make you wear ’em. I'll ask Margaret.
Here, lemme have ’em,” he said suddenly removing the glasses. ‘Damn
shame, making you keep ’em on. How’s that? Better?”

‘Carry on, Joe.’

Soldiers’ Pay, Chapter 7, I (Chatto & Windus)
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freees He remembers nothing of his life before he was injured.’
Soldiers’ Pay, Chapter 4, Il (Chatto & Windus)

TS ADRUKIZEDFEATINET
x5 ] F4E8E35 (WE=RRR - BIIEBS)

‘His body is already dead.’
Soldiers’ Pay, Chapter 4, I (Chatto & Windus)
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DEERDE THITIEEEDHE TNBIN'S, BRBHMEICKD > < DEIK. ULIZLOE.
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Powers, the officer, had passed from man to man. No one must fire :there
was a patrol out there somewhere in the darkness. Dawn grew grey and
slow; after a while the earth took a vague form and someone seeing a
lesser darkness screamed, ‘Gas !’

Powers and Madden sprang among them as they fought blindly, fumbling
and tearing at their gas masks, trampling each other, but they were
powerless. The lieutenant laid about him with his fists, trying to make
himself heard, and the man who had given the alarm whirled suddenly
on the fire-step, his head and shoulders sharp against the sorrowful dawn.

“You got us killed,” he shrieked, shooting the officer in the face at
point-blank range.

Soldiers’ Pay, Chapter 5, I (Chatto & Windus)

Vv RUBEPTZENEEBIIZBNAMIED. LWNCECDOAMS UL, X8
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[Z. TABDOM] /X113 - /X>F (Byron Bunch) OZFNICEBLCDEIDICEZ
2.

4.
RFILE - VIRVDIBHRE Y — - Y5 -X3E. V=L v EEXTIRINEL
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TEHDN ZDOUREHONSDRICUSOORBEEMEEMD TS, RUTRER
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IEXofesS) BTRETEH (WE=RRR - B)IBE)

Yes, yes, Donald. I will, I will! I will get used to your poor face,
Donald! George, my dear love, take me away, George!
Soldiers’ Pay, Chapter 7,VI (Chatto & Windus)
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BMRECIIEBOB T, FERYvXPUPR - I3—-VXE, YU—EHD
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AVISTBVENTEND Y v XPUPR - V33—V XL HDIBHKTIE. FPTRESE
KR SNEVAMTHD. BEORELT. WFEDKDT. COLEIFEISE
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[RL0#S5) £O9=E68 (UE=ER - BIIESD)

Yet ah, that Spring should vanish with the Rose ! That Youth’s
sweet-scented Manuscript should close ! The Nightingale that in the Branches
sang, Ah, whence, and whither flown again, who knows !-

Soldiers’ Pay, Chapter © , VI (Chatto & Windus)
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BICUTNECERZE O MNIERSTEDTH>Z. Y=Ly FEIIZI—ICHEEE
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Fvi)— - RJILY Y (Callie Nelson) ZD/J, SRUWDFREETCIZEABFEC. BF
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EFBICR > TRUEDBH HELCE. BATHEIZEORATTHEORNEBOFIO
DIESHERITNI T, INRTEDNDSITRIOTHD., CNET3—D0F—XED—D
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(BIRET2AUNDUS EREDMBZIINDDE ST MNIZL, BISTTHENE D
TZEl
[Z0», EOTCVIFEAK, EEoT. HEZEBBENTATIN S
[XTOHRM] E28L281 (WE=BRER - BIIIEE)

‘Why doesn’t George come for me!’ she said as if in answer to his
unspoken speculation, patting her mouth with the tips of petulant, delicate
fingers. Tsn’t it boring, waiting for someone ?’

“‘Yes. Who is George, may I ask ?’

‘Certainly, you may ask.

‘Well, who is he ?’' (I don’t like her type, anyway.) 1 had gathered that
you were pining for the late lamented.

“The late lamented 7’

“That fox-faced Henry or Oswald or something.’

‘Oh, Donald. Do you mean Donald ?’

‘Surely. Let him be Donald, then.’

She regarded him impersonally. (I can’t even make her angry, he thought
fretfully) Do you know,you are impossible.’

‘All right. So I am,” he answered with anger. ‘But then I wasn’t engaged
to Donald. And George is not calling for me.’

‘What makes you so angry! Because I won’t let you put your hands
on me ?’

‘Surely. You intend to kiss me and yet you are going to all this damn
trouble about it’

‘Do you know, she remarked with speculation, T believe I hate you.

Soldiers’ Pay, Chapter 2 , [ (Chatto & Windus)
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[EXtE5) £2FH 180 (LE=ERER - BIIIEBSE)

‘Had I the arranging of this world I should establish a certain point,say
at about the age of thirty, upon reaching which a man would be automatically
relegated to a plane where his mind would no longer be troubled with the
futile recollection of temptations he had resisted and of beauty he had
failed to garner to himself. It is jealousy,l think, which makes us wish
to prevent young people doing the things we had not the courage or the
opportunity ourselves to accomplish once, and have not the power to do
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‘What would they do to pass the time?’ asked Jones for the sake of
argument, wondering what the others would do to pass the time, what with
eating and sleeping and fornication taken from them.

Shadows moved as the sun moved, a branch dappled the rector’s brow :
a laurelled Jove.

‘What is your cloth ?’

‘Why ’ began Jones.

‘It is the diaper still, dear boy. But forgive me,” he added quickly on seeing
Jones’s face. His arm was heavy and solid as an oak branch across Jones’s
shoulder. “Tell me, what do you consider the most admirable of virtues 7’

Jones was placated. ‘Sincere arrogance,, he returned promptly. The
rector’s great laugh boomed like bells in the sunlight, sent the sparrows like
gusty leaves whirling.

Soldiers’ Pay, Chapter 2 , I (Chatto & Windus)
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‘No, no, take me back.’

‘But, Cecily ’

“You mustn’t! Don’t you know I'm engaged to be married ? He’ll probably
want to be married to-morrow, and I'll have to do it’

‘But you can’t do that. You aren’t in love with him.

‘But I've got to,I tell you!

‘Are you in love with him ?’

‘Take me back to Uncle Joe’s. Please.’

He was the stronger and at last he held her close, feeling her small
bones, her frail taut body beneath her dress. ‘Are you in love with him 7’
he repeated.

She burrowed her face into his coat.

‘Look at me.’ She refused to lift her face and he slipped his hand under
her chin, raising it. ‘Are you 7’

‘Yes, yes,” she said wildly, staring at him. ‘Take me back!

“You are lying. You aren’t going to marry him.

She was weeping. ‘Yes,I am.I've got to.--

‘Darling, you can’t. Don’t you love me ? You know you do. You can’t

‘George, I can’t’ she said hopelessly. Don’t you see I have got to marry
him 7’

Young and miserable they clung to each other. The slumbrous afternoon
lay about them in the empty lane. Even the sparrows seemed drowsy and
from the spire of the church pigeons were remote and monotonous,
unemphatic as sleep.She raised her face.

‘Kiss me, George.’

Soldiers’ Pay, Chapter 2 , IV (Chatto & Windus)
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-------- and she looked at Gilligan again. ‘Joe, come with me.

‘To a minister ?’ he asked with resurgent hope.

‘No, just as we are. “Then when we get fed up all we need do is wish
each other luck and go our ways.” He stared at her, shocked. Damn your
Presbyterian soul, Joe. Now you think I'm a bad woman.’

‘No I don’t, ma’am.But I can’t do that- 7

‘Why not ?°’

T dunno : I just can’t’

‘But what difference does it make 7’

‘Why, none, if it was just your body I wanted. But I want I want: ’
‘Look at me, Joe. Have I ever told you a lie ?’
‘No,” he admitted.

‘Then don’t you know I am not lying now ? I meant what I said.
Sit down.’

‘No,no.I can’t do it that way. You know I can’t’
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“Yes.I can’t even seduce you, Joe. I'm sorry. I'd like to make you happy
for a short time, if I could.But I guess it isn’t in the cards,is it ?’
She raised her face and he kissed her.

‘Good - bye.

‘Good - bye, Joe.

Soldiers’ Pay, Chapter © , V (Chatto & Windus)
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The road gashed across the land, stretched silent and empty before him,
and below the east was a rumorous promise of moonlight. He trod in
dust between dark trees like spilled ink upon the pale clear page of the
sky, and soon the moon was more than a promise. He saw the rim of
it sharpening the tips of trees, saw soon the whole disc, bland as a saucer.
Whippoorwills were like lost coins among the trees and one blundered
awkwardly from the dust almost under his feet. The whisky died away
in the loneliness, soon his temporarily mislaid despair took its place again.

Soldiers’ Pay, Chapter O , VI (Chatto & Windus)
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Her shoulder rounded upward, into her vision, the indication of her covered
turning body swelled and died away toward the foot of the bed : she
lay staring down the tunnel of her room, watching the impalpable angles
of furniture, feeling through plastered smug walls a rumour of spring outside.
The airshaft was filled with a prophecy of April come again into the
world. Like a heedless idiot into a world that had forgotten Spring. The
white connecting door took the vague indication of a transom and held
it in a mute and luminous plane, and obeying an impulse she rose and
slipped on a dressing gown.
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Soldiers’ Pay, Chapter 1 , I (Chatto & Windus)
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The gathering was representative, embracing the professions with a liberal
leavening of those inevitable casuals, cravatless, overalled or unoveralled,
who seem to suffer no compulsions whatever, which anything from a captured
still to a negro with an epileptic fit or a mouth - organ attracts to itself
like atoms to a magnet,in any small southern town——or northern town
or western town, probably.

Soldiers’ Pay, Chapter 3 , IV (Chatto & Windus)
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I don’t know, Joe,I don’t think I was. You see, I lived in a small town
and I had got kind of sick lazing around home all moming and dressing
up just to walk downtown in the afternoon and spending the evenings
messing around with men, so after we got in the war I persuaded some
friends of my mother’s to get me a position in New York. Then I got
into the Red Cross——you know, helping in canteens, dancing with those
poor country boys on leave, lost as sheep, trying to have a good time.
And nothing in the world is harder to do in New York.

Soldiers’ Pay, Chapter 4 , IV (Chatto & Windus)
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-------- You remember how it was then——everybody excited and hysterical,
like a big circus.

So every night we went out to dinner and to dance, and after we would
sit in my room and smoke and talk until all hours, till daylight. You know
how it was : all soldiers talking of dying gloriously in battle without really
believing it or knowing very much about it, and how women kind of got
the same idea, like the flu——-that what you did to-day would not matter
to-morrow that there really wasn’t a to-morrow at all.

Soldiers’ Pay, Chapter 4 , [V (Chatto & Windus)
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You see,I think we both had agreed that we were not in love with
each other for always, but we were both young, and so we might as well
get all the fun we could. And then, three days before he sailed, he suggested
that we get married.] had had proposals from nearly every soldier I had
been at all kind to, just as all the other girls did, and so I wasn’t surprised
much.I told him I had other men friends and I knew that he knew other
women, but neither of us bothered about that. He told me he expected
to know women in France and that he didn’t expect me to be a hermit
while he was gone.And so we met the next morning and got married
and I went to work.

Soldiers’ Pay, Chapter 4 , IV (Chatto & Windus)

ARBOBIOBLEHD R FILROBZERICO > TRDIOERER. I3— - F UV
I, BDLEHEPRODBLEHEDEZNERDIDITHNTIND,

HAZER/DNTCIIERDN EREOBIE. CEICKREROOBIE. HEINT
RICEWVTEREDR>URUMR, BSE. @ENDHN BORBITODDNERIZE
RTBDAR, BNITENBN oI, ZBNESTHES UKD >TUEADRELN &
WDBDICRSIEEZ D, PICOEDENNVDDENLDU. EDRLVODENKLD
& EVDDODREDEZR IR,

I5xo%es) £4FE 28 (LE=BR - BIISBIES)

You’ll notice them soldiers don’t bother him, specially the ones that was
overseas. They just kind of call the whole thing off. He just had hard
luck and whatcher going to do about it ? is the way they figure. Some
didn’t and some did, the way they think of it.

Soldiers’ Pay, Chapter 4 , I (Chatto & Windus)

EBEANSIEBODOMEEEZRRDD.

D 72— —B83EEIBIIREERTHDIN. [ETOHRMIPICI—D v/ DR
ZBN TN DEDDEBEPHD. VFv—F - ND—XPRDEEFDO—AICHHRRSN
DEBOWBIE. FLEOEHEICRSND, LLEORVVESDIHO. BROTEE

—U9—



LT [HELE=oE] OEBIBEOHRSESIC 7L TSN

BFILEORHEDET. RO TEEEG TBEDHD—BANER> TN DE
ZOEBBEDEIONE>EERUSBELONDELDICRZ D, EBEDREDERD
TH D

—BRESILLSD. ERIEZE—ARNIC. NI THBICEER
HUBHS, REBEIOBEDINT, ZOEEMOE I CENTERINES
AELDDBTHEUBNS, LV, EEBSLLY. RIS DEONE, BEL
ERIEEIESS, VU VEBDDEE, 20 CRISEQDE SBEHEDSETD
BDDIESIE,

ZOEZZR, BEVANE > EREDITEELSICHUE. ESUE>TA
27 ERIEIR., RRICASMERNSRNESNTLVE, DEEHR, 25
BE. EOSTEBOHICHEINTNES. LHL. BOLIC—HCESTIE
ABOHRN, FTHNEBNELSICHLESNTIE. Bl TNEBST B,
RIIEADBHEERNENS, B<MEERIENSERICEA>TBORE, -
ZCTEERNOOTABED CHBE - SOEREBUT. HENEEBSRIVE
BUREELSIC. ROEADEONE. JEOE SV ERNHIONCHEE FHA
B, ZL T+ H—JHEODTROD S OESENS. RIF=HOSLE
F o7, ABGBOEEEBOTODA, FNEEST,

[ETO#S] SSZEHESEH (LE=ER - B)IBE)

Might have a look, he thought, knowing instinctively that they were Huns,
calculating whether or not he could reach the spotter before the protecting
scouts saw him. No, I guess not, he decided. Better get on home. Fuel’s low.
He settled his swinging compass needle.

Then, suddenly, it was as if a cold wind had blown upon him. What
is it ? he thought.It was that the sun had been suddenly blotted from
him. The empty world, the sky, were yet filled with lazy spring sunlight,
but the sun that had been full upon him, had been brushed away as
by a hand. In the moment of realizing this, cursing his stupidity, he dived
steeply, slipping to the left. Five threads of vapour passed between the
upper and lower planes, each one nearer his body, then he felt two distinct
shocks at the base of his skull and vision was reft from him as if a
button somewhere had been pressed. His trained hand nosed the machine
up smartly, and finding the Vickers release in the darkness, he fired into
the bland morning marbled and imminent with March.

Soldiers’ Pay, Chapter 8 , VIl (Chatto & Windus)
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Charlestown, like numberless other towns throughout the south, had been
built around a circle of tethered horses and mules. In the middle of the
square was the courthouse—a simple utilitarian edifice of brick and
sixteen beautiful Ionic columns stained with generations of casual tobacco.
Elms surrounded the courthouse and beneath these trees,on scarred and
carved wood benches and chairs the city fathers, progenitors of solid laws
and solid citizens who believed in Tom Watson and feared only. God and
drouth, in black string ties or the faded brushed grey and bronze meaningless
medals of the Confederate States of America, no longer having to make
any pretence toward labour, slept or whittled away the long drowsy days
while their juniors of all ages, not yet old enough to frankly slumber in
public, played checkers or chewed tobacco and talked. A lawyer,a drug
clerk and two nondescripts tossed iron discs back and forth between two
holes in the ground. And above all brooded early April sweetly pregnant
with noon.

Soldiers’ Pay, Chapter 3 , IV (Chatto & Windus)
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