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Gilles Deleuze and Felix Guattari criticized notions of the root and even
perhaps, notions of being rooted. The root is unique, a stock taking all upon itself and
killing all around it. In opposition to this they propose the rizhome, and enmeshed
root system, a network spreading either in the ground or in the air, with no predatory
rootstock taking over permanently. The notion of the rhizome maintains, therefore,
the idea of rootedness but challenge that of a totalitarian root. Rhizomatic thought is
the principal behind what I call the Poetics of relation, in which each and every

identity is extended through a relationship with the Other. (Glissant 11)
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At the heart of English pastoral lies the idea of the nation as garden idyll, where
neither labor nor violence intrudes. To stand as a self-contained national heritage
landscape, English pastoral has depended on the screening out of colonial spaces and

histories -+ . But what happens when memories of colonial space intrude upon
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pastoralism, disturbing its pretentions to national self- definition and self-
containment? The result is a kind of writing that I have called postcolonial pastoral.
Writing that refracts an idealized nature through memories of environmental and
cultural degradation in the colonies. Postcolonial pastoral can be loosely viewed as a

kind of environmental double consciousness. (Nixon 245-246)
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The Caribbean area is the classic plantation area since many of its units were
planted with people, not in order to form societies, but to carry on plantations whose
aim was to produce single crops for the market. That is to say, the plantation
societies of the Caribbean came into being as adjuncts to the market system; their
peoples came into being as an adjunct to the product, to the single crop commodity —

the sugar cane — which they produced. (Wynter 95)
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