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1. Basic features of International Law
There are no legislative bodies or organs. But all the countries accept respect,
and support them.
International Court of Justice can make decisions or make advisory opinions only

on the legal issues / problems. It can not deal with political issues.

2. Difference between International Law and Domestic / National Law
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International Law Domestic Law

Who can make? depend on cases Parliament (usually National

Diet, or Congress)

What can make effective? depend on cases (The United | Usually administrative organs

Nations do not and can not make it effective.

usually make it effective.)

Is there any compelling power? | Yes. All states have to Yes.

accept and obey it.

Is there any jurisdiction organ? | depend on cases. Usually there are domestic

International Court of Justice | Courts.
makes decision only on the legal

matters.

No.

the separation of (the three) In most states, there is the

powers (of administration, separation of powers.

legislation, and judicature)
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B2
1. Today’s points:

To understand the key terms on waters.

2. baseline, internal waters, territorial sea, contiguous zone, Exclusive Economic Zone,

international waters

a) baseline HE#F
Normally, the baseline from which the territorial sea or water is measured is the low-

water line along the coast as marked on large-scale charts officially recognized by the

152



BB IOV TOHBEFEDORA

coastal state.

b) internal waters 7K
Waters landward of the baseline are defined as internal waters, over which the state has

complete sovereignty; not even innocent passage is allowed.

¢) territorial sea fHE

A state’s territorial sea extends up to 12 nautical miles (about 22.2 km) from its baseline.
If this would overlap with another state’s territorial sea, the border is taken as the
median point between the states’ baselines, unless the states in question agree on

otherwise. A state can also choose to claim a smaller territorial sea.

d) contiguous zone FEfi/KIEk

The contiguous zone is a band of water extending from the outer edge of the territorial sea
to up to 24 nautical miles (about 44.4 km) from the baseline, within which a state can exert
limited control for the purpose of preventing or punishing “infringement of its customs,
fiscal, immigration or sanitary laws and regulations within its territory or territorial sea”.
This will typically be 12 nautical miles (about 22 km) wide, but could be more (if a state has
chosen to claim a territorial sea of less than 12 nautical miles), or less, if it would otherwise

overlap another state’s contiguous zone.

e) Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) HEthFR AR

An exclusive economic zone extends from the outer limit of the territorial sea to a
maximum of 200 nautical miles (about 370.4 km) from the territorial sea baseline, thus it
includes the contiguous zone. A coastal nation has control of all economic resources within
its exclusive economic zone, including fishing, mining, oil exploration, and any pollution of
those resources. However, it cannot prohibit passage or loitering above, on, or under the
surface of the sea that is in compliance with the laws and regulations adopted by the
coastal State in accordance with the provisions of the UN Convention, within that portion

of its exclusive economic zone beyond its territorial sea.

f) international waters A

Outside of territorial waters, the sea is defined as international waters.

3. continental self KPFEM

The continental shelf of a coastal nation extends out to the outer edge of the continental
margin but at least 200 nautical miles (about 370 km) from the baselines of the territorial
sea if the continental margin does not stretch that far. The outer limit of a country’s
continental shelf shall not stretch beyond 350 nautical miles (about 650 km) of the baseline,
or beyond 100 nautical miles (about 190 km) from the 2,500 meters isobath, which is a line
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connecting the depths of the seabed at 2,500 meters. The foot of the continental slope is

determined as the point of maximum change in the gradient at its base.

4 . rights over the continental shelf

Articles 77 to 81 of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea ([E|MiyFEE:5%
%) define the rights of a country over its continental shelf.

A coastal nation has control of all resources on or under its continental shelf, living or
not, but no control over any living organisms above the shelf that are beyond its exclusive
economic zone. This gives it the right to conduct petroleum drilling works and lay
submarine cables or pipelines in its continental shelf.

An example of this is the ongoing dispute over resources in the Arctic area, which will be

decided by the exact mapping of the continental shelves.
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