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Abstract

Renewable energy has been on the rise since 1990s, especially in West European
countries. It is kept at around 1% share of total electricity generation in Japan, but it is
undoubtedly an ecological alternative to conventional energy. Its promotion poises some
unique questions on the relationship between society and the environment. However,
environmental sociological research in Japan on this issue has been scarce to date. This
paper examines a few perspectives and related theories of environmental sociology that
could be utilized in order to analyze the social factors surrounding the introduction and

promotion of renewable energy, with a special focus on ecological modernization theory.
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