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We have covered the beginninng of Blake's reception in Japan
from the 1890s to the 1920s, but we must not forget Taro
Nagasaki (1892-1969) , one of the first people to bring Blake to
Japan, who Bunsho Jugaku wrote about as the "Hidden Blake
Collector"

An educator ,Taro Nagasaki become the first postwar
president of the Kyoto City University of Arts.He had met
Ryunosuke Akutagawa and Makoto Sangu and came to know of
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Blake when he was at the former Daiichi High School. Nagasaki
later worked for an ocean transport company, Nihon Yusen, and
spent four years its New York office beginning in 1920. During
this period, he began collecting Blake works and documents by
serching sekondhand bookstores in his free time. He acquired
illustrations for Robert Blair's The Grave, Edward Young's Night
Thoughts, The Book of Job and Chaucer's Canterbury Pilgrims.

He also found the first Blake biography, Alexander Gilchrist's
Life of William Blake and a collection of Blake's poetry edited by
W.B.Yeats, as well as other important early studies of Blake
during this period. Among the items shown in the previously
mentioned Blake exhibition planned by Masao Hataya, the
particularly rare items were from Taro Nagasaki's collection. The
magazine Eigoseinen: Risihg Generation in its coverage of this
Blake exhibition, wrote that Taro Nagasaki "has the biggest
Blake collection in Japan."
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