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The Great Mississippi Flood of 1927 in William Faulkner’s
The Wild Palms and Richard Wright's “Down by the Riverside”
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[Abstract] Hurricane Katrina caused extensive damages to the Delta area including
New Orleans. It was devastating for people who need special health care, especially
pregnant women. They are considered one of the most vulnerable populations because
they are susceptible to infections. It is no wonder that many writers are interested in
pregnant women when they describe flood disasters in their novels. Both William
Faulkner and Richard Wright wrote about pregnant women during the time of the
Mississippi flood of 1927 in their works. In this paper, I would like to examine the
descriptions of pregnant women by both writers, focusing on women's reproductive
health issues in the 1920s and 1930s.
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Perhaps what actually moved them were the accounts of the conscripted levee
gangs, mixed blacks and whites working in double shifts against the steadily
rising water; stories of men, even though they were negroes, being forced like
themselves to do work for which they received no other pay than coarse food
and a place in a mudfloored tent to sleep on——stories, pictures, which emerged
from the shorter convict's reading voice: the mudsplashed white men with the
inevitable shot-guns, the antlike lines of negroes carrying sandbags, slipping and
crawling up the steep face of the revetment to hurl their futile ammuntion into

the face of a flood and return for more. (25)
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“I love water,” she said. “That's where to die. Not in the hot air, above the
hot ground, to wait hours for your blood to get cool enough to let you sleep and
even weeks for your hair to stop growing. The water, the cool, to cool you
quick so you can sleep, to wash out of your brain and out of your eyes and out
of your blood all you ever saw and thought and felt and wanted and
denied ....” (49-50)
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being responsible for the giving of life to creatures doomed to endure such

wounds to the flesh, such wounds to the spirit, as Negroes have to endure. (104)
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