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On Sentences Composed Somehow Incongruously
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When naming Japanese verbs, it is usual to mention the present tense as in Greek, not
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The certain present and certain past, sometimes followed by the word koto, “thing,”

act,” “fact,” to some extent replace the infinitive, a mood for which the Japanese
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§ 442 Languages differ greatly in the degree of integration of their sentences. For
instance, Chinese and Pidjin-English simply put assertions side by side, like stones
without cement, as “He bad man. My no like he.” Our more synthetic English would

generally subordinate one assertion to the other, coupling them thus: “I don’ t like him,



BECAUSE he is a bad man.” Now one of the most essential characteristics of the
Japanese language is the extreme degree to which it pushes the synthetic tendency in
the structure of sentences. Japanese always tries to incorporate the whole of a statement,
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§ 182 The Rule by which, when two or more Verbs or Adjectives are coordinated in
a sentence, the last only takes the inflection or particle belonging to all, the others being
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