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“ No ex-slave who had the guts to make his own way, build a town out of
nothing, could think like that. No ex-slave—"

Deacon Morgan cut him off. “ That’ s my grandfather you’ re talking about.
Quit calling him an ex-slave like that’s all he was. (111) P)
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Oh, they knew there was a difference in the minds of whites, but it had not
struck them before that it was of consequence, serious consequence, to
Negroesthemselves. (274)
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All of them, however, each and every one of the intact nine families, had
the littlemark she had chosen to put after their names: 8-R. An
abbreviation for eight- rock, a deep deep level in the coal mines. Blue-black
people,tall and graceful, whose clear, wide eyes gave no sigh of what they
really felt aboutthose who weren’t 8-rock like them. (273)
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A small man, seemlike, too small for the sound of his steps. He was walking
away from them. Dressed in a black suit, the jacket held over his shoulder
with theforefinger of his right hand. His suit glistening white between
broad suspenders. (131)
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His foot was shot through --- by whom or why nobody knew or admitted, for
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the point of the story seemed to be that when the bullet entered he neither
cried out nor limped away. (267)
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“ Daddy.” He must have heard the doubt in her tone” What?” If he did, it
didn’t show. “ It was skin color, wasn't it?"“ What?"“ The way people get
chosen and ranked in this town.” 0 3080
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T his black population was available for meditations on terror -- the terror of
European outcasts, their dread of failure, powerlessness, Nature without
limits, natal loneliness, internal aggression, evil, sin, greed. In other words,
this slave population was understood to have offered itself up for reflections
on human freedom in terms other than the abstractions of human potential
and the rights of man. ©9
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Rather | use it as a term for the denotative and connotative blackness that Africans
have come to signify, as well as the entire range of views, assumptions, readings,
and misreadings that accompany Eurocentric learning about these people.
(ibid. pp.6-7)
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