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On the Peculiar Characteristics of O.Henry’s Works
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burglar got into the house without much difficulty; because we must have action and
not too much description in a 2,000—word story” ( Collected Stories of O.Henry, 647) &
BTN B, 512, DPFETommyE DR DH T, REMTIT<BIZA 5 &, “...and
now hurry and let me out, kid. Our 2,000 words must be nearly up” (Collected Stories of
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much of the sugar of sentimentality the great average reading public must have, and how
much of the pepper of sensation and the salad-dressing of romance” (O.Henry: The
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It looked like a good thing: but wait till I tell you. We were down in South, in Alabama
—Bill Driscoll and myself —when this kidnapping idea struck us. It was, as Bill
afterward express it, “during a moment of temporary mental apparition” ; but we didn't
find that out till later. (The Complete Writings of O.Henry, Vol.X,103)
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“We're playing Indian. We're making Buffalo Bill's show look like magic-lantern views
of Palestine in the town hall. I'm Old Hank, the Trapper, Red Chief's captive, and I'm to
be scalped at daybreak. By Geronomo! That kid can kick hard.” (The Complete Writings
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“Try to take some broth now, and let Sudie go back to her drawing, so she can sell
the editor man with it, and buy port wine for her sick child, and pork chops for her
greedy self.” “You needn't get any more wine,” said Johnsy, keeping her eyes fixed out
the window. “There goes another. No, I don't want any broth. That leaves just four. I
want to see the last one fall before it gets dark. Then Il go, too.” (The Complete
Writings of O.Henry, Vol.lll,188-189)
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“Vass! he cried. Is dere people in de world mit der foolishness to die because leafs dey

drop off from a confounded vine?... Vy do you allow dot silly pusiness to come in der
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“I've been a bad girl, Sudie,” said Johnsy. “Something has made that last leaf stay
there to show me how wicked I was. It is a sin to want to die. You may bring me a little
broth now, and some milk with a little port in it, and —no; bring me a hand —mirror
first, and then pack some pillow s about me, and I will sit up and watch you cook.” (The
Complete Writings of O.Henry, Vol.ll,193)

235 LT, JohnsylZ @D EHAB L7, L2rL., ZO-DIZZENOEMEDREDE
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“Mr. Behrman died of pneumonia to-day in the hospital. He was ill only two days.
The janitor found him on the morning of the first day in his room downstairs helpless
with pain. His shoes and clothing were wet through and icy cold. They could'nt imagine
where he had been on such a dreadful night. And then they found a lantern, still lighted,
and a ladder that had been dragged from its place, and some scattered brushes, and a
palette with green and yellow colors mixed on it, and —look out the window, dear, at
the last ivy leaf on the wall. Didn't you wonder why it never fluttered or moved when
the wind blew? Ah, darling, it's Behrman's masterpiece—he painted it there the night
that the last leaf fell.” (The Complete Writings of O.Henry, Vol.lll ,194)
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